8 COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
the spectre of a shortage always stalking about them.
I do not recall any commodity which somebody or
other did not at some time discover to be short, al-
though the actual shortages were rare. Whenever
anybody attempted the impossible calculation of
how much of any one commodity was in this coun-
try, he was absolutely certain to find that there was
not enough of it. The example of the member of
the Quartermaster's Department who happened to
be let loose in Spain and promptly bought 4,000,000
gallons of vinegar for our army was not unusual. He
was not suffering from the hallucination that soldiers
take beauty baths in vinegar. It was simply that
the amount needed passed his comprehension and he
therefore bought an incomprehensible amount of
vinegar. Probably if the Spanish producers could
have dug up a billion gallons he would have bought the
billion. He was only one of many thousands who in
Washington, in London, and in Paris, with infinite
dignity and infinite secrecy, bought everything that
could be bought.
Here in the United States we at no time during
the war had an actual shortage of labour, but the com-
panions of the commodity shortage sharks discovered
a labour shortage and they convinced employers all